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By larrod Moulds

special o Thae Star

1e thought of protecting a loved
one s reassuring. The thought
of a lowed one going overseas to

dio s s scary but, every ance ina
while, a person who is called to duty
leaves a special persen behind in
arder to fulfill his duty.

The sound of her vaice as he departs
i= breath-taking. He knows it will be a
long time Before he hears it again —
and that this time may even be the last.

Ths ||.I-.-u|.'_'|'|l. lll'*:u'l'im.: her when he
comes back is all that Keeps him going.
That special love between two people is
indescribable and the time spent apart
is all woerth it when he returns.

He is off to war and is fighting for his
country’s protection. He is not only
fighting for himself, but for millions of
ather people he doesn't even Enow.

The thought of her goes through his
minid every time he breathes. He can’
o two secands without thinking about
her. He knows that when he gets back,
his girl will be waiting for him.

Two, three, four months pass by and
the the -u..';l'lli of being without her is
unbearakle. He has almost given up
hope when mail call rings out. He reads
her sweet writing and is weak at the
knees,

He anly received one letter, but
reads it until it is worn from reading.
He writes back but ian't sure if shs
receives his letter or not. The war is
heated now and he can’t write very
aften, ner dees he receive any mail

He is homesick and needs a break,
just a amall glimmer of home would
satiafy his needs. He barely makes it
through the days; hunger, no sleep and
exhaustion all hinder his decision-
making and thought process,

When he thinks he is about o give
up, he thinks of her. Just the sight of
her makes him melt. He knows when
he pets back home, that sweet sound of
her vaice will be well worth the wait.

A few more months pass and, just
like before, he becomes homesick anid
heartbroken. He neaids so |:|:|-:l|_!.- ju..*-li Lo
see ar hear something from home.

When he thinks it will never get

See Moulds
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That sweet sound
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PHOTO ILLFETRATION BY PAUFLA MERRITT  THE MERIDIAN ETRR

In this recreation of a scene from Jamed Moulklds' story, Ssnior Airman Guinton Sellers of the Mississippi Air Maticnal Guard's 238th Air Support
Operations Sguadron in Meridian resds a letter from an imaginary swestheart. Jarmed says a-mail is fast, almost instantanecus, but thera's something
special about an actual latter: "A letter gives A person something to hang on to.’

U.S. Navy: At home
in Meridian since 1961

By Steve Gillesple
shall wriler

Maval Auxiliary Adr Station Meridian
was commissisned on _||ﬂ[.' 14, 1951, as a
60 million base.

Training Squadron 7 (VT and
Training Squadron 9 (VT4 have been
in aperation at the base since that year.
By July 1968, the base became a full Maval
air station, which brought continwed
develspment.

In August 1971, Training Alr Wing 1
[TW-1} was commissioned. It was the
first training air wing to incorporate the
single-site training concepd. Until thai
tirme, jet aviation students received only
the basic flight syllabus at MAS Meridian

before transfercing to Texas for advanced
flight training.

Im April 1973, President Richard

o, accompanied by LS Sen. John
C. Stennts, attended the dedication of
the new Mawval Technical Training
Center, known locally as the Stennis
Center. [t was -:.-I'I'l."|:|.|'|_'.- cormmissioned i
April 1974.

Marine Aviation Training Support
Sepuadron 1 was commissioned in Apeil
19749 at the Naval Technical Training
Center, Enlisted Marines receive entry-
lewe] training in one of four milltary ocew-
patiomnal specialties at the center,
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VT-7 EAGLES

Ma). Stam Hester, an inatructar for Tralning Sgusdron 7 at Naval
Alr Staticn Meridlan, returms from a traiming flight. The VT-7
Ezgles have tralmed at the base since it cpenad in 19461,

Look tor othar stores abouwt
Mawval Air Station Maridian
throughout this spacial edition. In
tha "Homeas" saction:

= Maonlighting im the War an Tarror,
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= Making it thraugh tha "Hed Zona™
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= A complats st of contributors
tor the "Homes™ saction.
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